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In the reasons for allowance which accompanied the Notice of Allowance dated 
October 7, 2003, the Examiner set forth a single lengthy sentence which includes a 
reference to polyamic acid, polyimide, methods and characteristics. 

To ensure a proper understanding of the various aspects of the claimed invention, 
applicants initially note that there are eight independent claims, each of which has one or 
more claims depending therefrom. Applicants respectfully state that the claims define the 
subject matter of the invention and that each claim must be considered on its own merits. 
Accordingly, the polyamic acid and the polyimide defined in the claims are to be 
considered independent of the process by which they may be prepared. Similarly, the 
polyamic acid, the polyimide and the materials made therefrom are defined by the claims 
which do not include the characteristics set forth in the reasons for allowance. Therefore, 
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while the claimed polyamic acid, polyimide and the materials made therefrom can 
advantageously exhibit one or more of the identified characteristics, they do not require 
them. 

Should the Examiner wish to discuss any aspect of the present application, she is 
invited to contact the undersigned attorney at the number provided below. 
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